When a large area thyristor is turned on by a gate, the rapid local heating occurs in the (r) initial conducting area due to the concentration of power dissipation.' ' This is a rnajor lirnitation to the current ratings of power d.evices. To b, and c as in Fig.3 , were chosen for measure-'iil',l:,..
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rnents. Fig. 3 shows the total intensity waveforrns for each spot as indicated. A distinct feature in 
